GUTHRIE
GUTHRIE STREET
STREET
GAZETTE
GAZETTE
3RD NOVEMBER 2021

MESSAGE FROM MR B!
Dear Families,
Covid
We have been lucky to avoid a Covid Positive case for such a long time, unfortunately our luck
has ran out. We have been hit in the last week with several cases. However the positive is that
they are NOT linked and we do not have an outbreak at our school. The cases are all separate
and have links to outside our community. I will provide regular updates via compass on how
things are going.
Camps
We can now confirm that Camps are definitely going ahead later this year to the following
venues:
Year 3 Billabong Ranch Echuca on Thursday 9th and Friday 10th December
Year 4 Alexandra Adventure Camp on Monday 29th November- Wednesday 1st December
Year 5 Lorne Camp Monday 22nd November to Wednesday 24th November
Year 6 Lorne Camp Wednesday 24th November to Friday 26th November
Also, the Foundation and Year 1 Activity evenings will go ahead as will the Year 2 Sleepover
(Thurs 25th November).
FUNFIELDS
To acknowledge what a challenging year we have been through and to thank all our students
for the work they have put into Remote Learning we are taking our whole school to
FUNFIELDS in December. This will be such a great way to finish what has been a difficult year.
Foundation to Year 3 FUNFIELDS excursion is Friday 3rd December.
Year 4 to 6 FUNFIELDS excursion is Friday 10th December.
Class Structures 2022
Guthrie St has had a very tight enrolment process due to our large cohort of students on a
small physically sized school. Over the past 4 years this enrolment process has resulted in a

reduction of numbers with our population now around 460 confirmed enrolments for 2022.
This has impacted also on how we can structure our classes. We have been running straight
grades for a number of years with a slow transition back to Multi Age with 5 x Year 2/3
classes this year. Next year we are running more Multi Age classes.
We are going to run the following classroom structure for 2022:
3 x Foundation Classes
6 x Year 1/2 Classes
5 x Year 3/4 Classes
5 x Year 5/6 Classes
This model is a great way to differentiate and support students at all levels.
Staffing
For the remainder of the year, whilst Katrina Bell is on leave, we have 2 nurses helping out
looking after the First Aid. Leanne Ralston will work Monday and Friday and Rochelle Telford
will work Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. We are very lucky and thank them for jumping in
at short notice.
New Website
If you have not had a look at our new website, jump on the link below and have a look. Thanks
to Ian Wright and Wendy Hendrickson for their work on this.
https://www.guthriestps.vic.edu.au/

Book Week Parade Cancelled.
Unfortunately due to the last class in quarantine until Monday 15th November and an already
busy Term 4 Calendar we have decided to cancel the Book Week Parade.
Guidelines
Reminder that the following guidelines are still in place and include:
Non Essential Visitors to be excluded.
No Assemblies.
Face Masks must be worn indoors and outdoors (this includes staff unless directly
teaching).
This has many implications on how we do things. I therefore ask that parents DO NOT enter
the school buildings. I ask that you contact the office by phone on 58211944 for all inquiries.
Parents are encouraged to use the 'Kiss and Go' strategy at any of the school gates for school
pick up and drop off.
I understand this will be frustrating for some, but until the Department of Ed change the
operations guide, this is how we will operate.

Also, please remember that if your child has a fever or cough, no matter how mild, you should
seek advice and get them tested. (As per attached information provided by Department of
Education from Department of Health - Children, young people and COVID-19.)
2022 Planning

We are currently in the big process of planning for 2022. As per previous years we ask that if
parents would like to share information around the class placement of their child, we ask that
you put in writing your feedback. We always try to take all factors and information into
consideration when organising classes. This information will need to be in writing to me by
Friday 5th November.
Reminders
Thursday 4th November - Yr 1 Activity Evening
Tuesday 9th November - Kinder/Foundation Transitions
Mr. B

EQ STUDENTS
The following students from the week ending October 29th received their Emotional
Intelligence Awards on Friday 29th October 2021.

CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND COVID-19
The fact sheet includes information about:
symptoms and treatment
getting a COVID-19 test
COVID-19 vaccines, including how to book an appointment
wearing face masks

resources to support conversations about COVID-19 with children
resources to support mental health and wellbeing.
The fact sheet is available below and available in word or PDF formats to click on links.
· Children, young people and COVID-19 – Word
· Children, young people and COVID-19 – PDF
I encourage you to access the fact sheet and share the information with your children.
If you have any questions or concerns about COVID-19, you can contact the Department of
Education and Training’s COVID-19 phone line on 1800 338 663 (available 8:30am to 5pm,
Monday to Friday, and 10am-3pm Saturday to Sunday, excluding public holidays).

CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND COVID-19
Information for parents, guardians, carers and young people

Children and young people are far more likely to catch or spread the COVID-19 Delta variant
than previous variants of COVID.
Children and young people (0-19 years) make up 22% of COVID-19 cases
(coronavirus.vic.gov.au/victorian-coronavirus-covid-19-data) in Victoria in 2021.
Children with COVID-19 are likely to experience mild symptoms or no symptoms, and are
highly unlikely to become severely unwell or need to go to hospital.
While statistics show that COVID-19 is still not a serious illness in children, they can transmit
the virus to others, putting older family members at possible risk.
Children under 12 can’t be vaccinated against COVID-19 yet. That’s why it’s very important for
parents, older siblings and educators to get vaccinated to help keep children safe.
Young people older than 12 are very social and highly mobile, and supporting them to get
vaccinated helps slow the spread of COVID-19.
As a parent, guardian or carer, you can do your bit to keep children healthy: stay home if you
have symptoms, however mild, get tested as quickly as possible, isolate, wear a mask and get
vaccinated.
Symptoms and treatment
Children and young people with COVID-19 are likely to experience mild symptoms or none at
all, but they can still transmit the virus to others.
Fever and cough are the most common symptoms of COVID in children and young people.
If your child has a fever or cough, no matter how mild, you should seek advice and get them
tested.
For advice, call the 24-hour Coronavirus Hotline 1800 675 398 or contact your doctor.
Getting a COVID-19 test

Testing is free for everyone in Victoria.
You can take your child to get tested at any COVID-19 testing site
(coronavirus.vic.gov.au/where-get-tested-covid-19).
After your child has been tested, go straight home and wait for the results. Do not go to work
or go out shopping with your child after their test.
You will be contacted by phone or SMS to tell you the results of your child’s COVID-19 test,
regardless of whether it is positive or negative.
If you are worried you will lose pay while you wait for results, you may be eligible for a $450
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Test Isolation Payment.
For more information about testing results and isolation requirements, visit Getting your
results
Getting vaccinated for COVID-19
Free and safe COVID-19 vaccines are available for everyone aged 12 and over. Young people
who turn 12 during the COVID-19 vaccine rollout can get vaccinated.
You can book an appointment with your doctor, at some pharmacies, or online at book your
vaccine appointment (coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-your-vaccine-appointment)
Learn about COVID-19 vaccines for children and teenagers
(coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers)
The more people who get vaccinated, the greater the protection for the whole Victorian
community.
Wearing face masks
When teachers, staff, and students consistently and correctly wear masks, they help protect
themselves and others from COVID.
Children aged 12 years and over who are attending secondary school must wear a face mask
indoors and outdoors, unless they are eating, drinking, or exercising or a lawful exception
applies.
Children in grades 3-6 are required to wear a mask indoors when at school, where practicable.
Children with a disability aren’t required to wear a mask if it is not suitable for them.
Children under the age of two should never wear a face mask, as they are at risk of
suffocation or strangulation.
Find a mask that is made for children to ensure it fits properly. Masks for children are sold by
a range of retailers and businesses.

Check that your child’s mask fits snugly over their nose and mouth and under their chin, and
make sure there aren’t gaps at the sides of the mask.
For ideas on how to discuss mask wearing and concerns or questions children have about
masks, visit Face masks and COVID-19: supporting children 0-12 years
(raisingchildren.net.au/guides/coronavirus-covid-19-guide/face-masks-coronavirus-children)
Talking to your child about COVID-19
Parents and carers should take the opportunity to talk to children about COVID-19.
To access resources to have a safe and reassuring conversation with your child, visit talking
to your child about COVID-19 (coronavirus.vic.gov.au/talking-your-child-about-coronaviruscovid-19)
School and COVID-19
The Department of Education and Training has information about changes to education
settings at all level during COVID-19 in Victoria, visit: Education - information for parents,
students and educators
Mental health resources
Navigating changing routines and interactions with family, friends and school can cause
children and young people anxiety and stress. For information and support, visit Mental health
resources for children and young people and Supporting your child’s mental health
For more information about children, young people and COVID-19 visit Murdoch Children’s
Research Institute Frequently Asked COVID-19 Questions
any questions
Coronavirus Hotline 1800 675 398 (24 hours)
Please keep Triple Zero (000) for emergencies only
To receive this document in another format phone 1300 651 160 using the National Relay
Service 13 36 77 if required, or Public Health <public.health@dhhs.vic.gov.au>.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, May 2021.
ISBN 978-1-76096-406-1 (online/PDF/Word) or 978-1-76096-405-4 (print)
Available at Translated information about COVID-19
<https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/translated-resources-coronavirus-disease-covid-19>.

SPORTING OPPORTUNITIES
As the school is notified of sporting opportunities for students to participate we will upload
them onto the Guthrie St PE website through the following link
https://sites.google.com/view/guthriestreetpe/school-sport

GUTHRIE ST 2ND HAND UNIFORM SHOP

If you would like any pre-loved Guthrie St uniforms please ring Ronika on 0458 281 833.

GUTHRIE ST IRON ON TRANSFERS
Iron on transfers are now available from the School Office.
Red for Polo Shirts and Blue for windcheaters - $2.50 each
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